Broads Authority

11 May 2007

Agenda Item No 9

Appointment of Members to Committees

Report by Director of Corporate Services

	Summary:
This report suggests changes to the Authority’s committee membership for the remainder of the 2006/07 committee year.

Recommendations: 

(i)
That the three members recently appointed to the Authority by the Secretary of State be appointed to the Planning Committee.

(ii)
That powers be delegated to the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Chairman of the Authority, to appoint any new local authority members, appointed to the Authority following the May elections, to the Planning Committee.

(iii)
That specific planning training be arranged for all members of the Planning Committee and that other members of the Authority be given the opportunity to also attend this training.

(iv)
That a member be appointed to fill the vacant position on the Navigation Committee.


1
Introduction

1.1
The review of the Authority’s committee membership normally takes place at its Annual Meeting, which this year will be held on 28 September.

1.2
However on this occasion it would be appropriate to make a number of appointments to the Planning and Navigation Committees in advance of the Annual Meeting. This is because:

· there have been concerns about the size of the Planning Committee over the course of the past year, and it will lose at least one member following the local authority elections in May; and

· the Navigation Committee currently has one vacancy.

2
Planning Committee

2.1
The Planning Committee comprises 11 members. As members will be aware there have been issues concerning the membership of this Committee over the past year; on one occasion it was necessary to cancel a meeting because it was not possible to achieve a quorum, whilst on other occasions the number of members present has only narrowly exceeded the quorum.

2.2
Because of this Mrs Ferris and Mr Mallett were added to the membership of the Committee at the Authority’s January meeting. There has also been an expectation that the three members who were appointed to the Authority by the Secretary of State in April 2007 would be appointed to the Planning Committee.

2.3
Additionally at least one member of the Committee, Mr Durrant, will not be rejoining the Authority after the May local elections, as he is not standing for re-election. It is considered important that there is a healthy local authority representation on the Planning Committee, and so it is suggested the powers be delegated to the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Chairman of the Authority, to appoint any new local authority members, appointed to the Authority following the May elections, to the Planning Committee.

2.4
The need for all members of the Planning Committee to receive specific training has been agreed. It is suggested that this opportunity be extended to all members of the Authority, and pursued as quickly as possible following confirmation of membership by the constituent councils.

3 
Navigation Committee

3.1
The membership of the Navigation Committee is prescribed in the Broads Act and comprises 13 members, 5 of whom are appointed from amongst the membership of the Authority. One of these places is currently vacant.

4
Appointments to Outside Bodies

4.1
A review of appointments to outside bodies will be considered by the Authority at its meeting on 29 June. It is  known however that a number of appointments will be vacant as a result of Mr Durrant’s retirement, and so the Authority is likely to be appointing members to represent it on the following bodies:

· Norfolk Mills and Pumps Trust (one of two places);

· Norfolk Railway Policy Group;

· Council for National Parks;

· Norfolk Archaeological Services Advisory Committee;

· Leader+ Local Advisory Group; and

· Joint Norwich River Issues Group (one of four places).

5
Financial Implications

5.1
When the Authority adopted the Scheme of Members Allowances in March 2006 it agreed with the recommendation of the Review Panel that members of the Planning Committee should be eligible to receive the Special Responsibility Allowance which is also payable to the Chairman of the Standards Committee, Vice-Chairman of the Planning and Navigation Committees and lead members. This was in recognition of the significant responsibility, time and effort involved in serving on the Committee (involving 13 meetings a year plus site visits) as well as encouraging members to serve on the Committee.

5.2
This allowance is currently £375 per annum, rising to £500 in 2008/09 (though it should be noted that members are only eligible to claim one Special Responsibility Allowance at any time, and may opt not to receive it).

5.3
The proposal to increase the membership of the Planning Committee will therefore result in an increase in member allowances costs.
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